Tote Bag for Beginners

Cut a piece 28” x 18”, and cut apart as follows:

Bag

28" x 15"

Casing
28" x 3"

Turn short ends of casing piece under 1" to wrong side.  Press.  Fasten with decorative topstitching.  Fold, long edge to long edge, wrong sides together so that it's 1-1/2" wide.  Press.

Lay casing raw edges along one long edge of bag, right sides together, raw edges matching.  Stitch with a 1/2" seam.  With raw edges towards bag and casing away from bag, press flat.  Stitch with decorative stitches through all layers on the bag side of the casing seam.

Fold bag in half, right sides together and open ends of casing meeting.  Align ends of casing.  Use casing ends as a guideline.  Stitch down side of bag and across bottom of bag in a 1/2" seam.  Zigzag over raw edges.  Turn bag right side out.  Insert cord into casing and tie a knot at each end.  Tie the cord ends together in a knot about 2" away from bag.

